Battle Analysis

TheSaga of0Z77 inthe Arab-Israeli War of 1973:
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by retired LTC Lee F. Kichen

The Arablsraeli War of 1973 otherwise known as the Yom Kippur Whegan Oct6 with surprise attacks by
Egypt and Syria on the Sinai Peninsula and the Golan He\gbts, LIS OG A @St @ ® LaNI St Qa & dzNIBA @
outcome of its fight with Syrialhe ensuindour-dayfight was the largest tank battle since World War II.

It was not &fight between divisions or brigades separated by long ranges; for the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF), it

was a series afhortrangeengagements fought by small units grad times individual tanksIDF commanders

operated largely on their situational awary Saa NJI G KSNJ 0 KFy adNKR OGO Withigrg&NSy 0SS (2
facing an immediate and perilous threat, the5 €ulidre allowed for the maximum degree of freedom of action
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The OZ (the Hebrew acronym for couragé? Armored Battalioncommanded by TC(later BG) Avigdor
Kahalaniwould conduct a classic area defense culminating with the Battle of the Valley of Deapste
overwhelming odds, tafight Oct 9 turned the tide of the GolaHRleights € Y LJ- A 3y fawr. LaNJ St Q&

Figure 1.The battlespace, Valley of Tearsrael (CourtesyWikimedia Commons)



Srategic andoperational situation

¢KS I'NroaQ adGNIGSIAO T2t 6 IDdy Wardf 1863Ad Syna regadhetiNie G 2 NB f 2 4 (i
Golan Heights and reached the Jordan River and the Sea of Galilee, it would have posed, within 24 hours, an

immediate threat to settlements in northern Isragl.

Facing atwdrontwar,L & N} St Q& YI Ay SFF2NI ¢62dxZ R 0S nomy&®ERSyasS 2y G
operation on the Sinai Peninsula as the supporting effbine 120 miles between the Suez Canal along the
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allowed enough time to deplois strategic reserves, mount a successful defense on the Golathand

counterattack into Syria.

Battlespace

The total area of the Golan Heights izoat 1,800 square kilometersvith Israel controllingsgome1,200 square
kilometers.It is bordered by Munt Hermon on the north and by the Yamouk River on the soltiis.70
kilometers from the north to the souttand its width varies from 12 to 26 kilometets.

Israel built a weltonstructed network of bunkers along the Purple Line (the 1967 ceasief#)ethat provided
overhead cover protection from both direct and indirect fifdhese bunkers werstrongpoints with concertina
wire, tank traps and firing points for infantry and armbBorward of the bunkers were minefields along the
routes from SyriaThel7 bunkers were formidablghowever, Israel had too few soldiers to adequately defend
the entire length of the bunker line.

A | B | G
0
Ed
$
xud Helicopter- borne
5 force - 21 Oct.
MNE_A ’ T [ sasa
L BBANO N @||tL N
1 P ~y.
afte
’ 14 Oct.. Local atta u1~
) > X ) - - T /_,.— made only limited gains
= .- 5 e p
7 7 Dano ¥ v\, Siog ‘i i
y , e
Tsracli units gonerally \ 7 folFanar 2 L
t— /| reached full strength 5 ] 7oy
by the end of 8 Oct. \ & T
~ ’ \ et Numerous
/ : . ich - / ; a[L" 2 t.mm ks
i Exploiting forces which could not H X XX after 12 Oct.
A be committed because of rapid A [ [ LaNERY N
,’" Quneltra Israeli reaction to initial attack. e i Ofneitra or X “"“][éxl 3
—“/' - —"/’ ordan 40 > P
o =gy 7(1 ;/ : v S xx y
-~
2 : ! >Jan = 2
!
i : S R I A
Godot  / A
xx xx
\Safid [==) f1 wil ; [S]eeLE i Arriving 20 Oct
e X%
| P ; ] 50) 3 |
[S]LanER ; \
J Y
5 £3 X Ay
\% & Jordan [Slaz
\
SEA N
!
N GALILEE |/ A 3
1967 cease fire line. it ibeigR gl 1967 cease fire line. it
essentially became the / 74 essentially became the
border. Known as “Purple Line. K 1Al border. Known as “Purple Line.
sty & Harab A" ~"\_
S e § G i ey [AIl Arab units are
\ (L7 o \ |Syrian unless otherwise
. : I' "/ \\. indicated.
|| < S < u
e / e
ot ! R
| o Dera i 1 Dera
\ Ommmmm Positions at cease-fire line (24 Oct.)
JL\IAMM. fortified observation posts [$ A Israeli fortified observation posts
: \ \
4 ISRAEL-SYRIA AREA, 1973 ISRAEL-SYRIA AREA, 1973 |*
GOLAN HEIGHTS CAMPAIGN GOLAN HEIGHTS CAMPAIGN
Syrian Attack, 6 - 10 October 1973 Israeli Attack on 11 - 12 October and
Arab Counterattacks Until the Cease Fire
ELEVATION IN FEET ATION IN FEET
? -1200 o 1000 2000 3000 5000 OVER 1 -1200 0 1000 2000 3000 5000 OVER
] SCALE OF WILES === I SCALEOFAIES e
A I [

Figure2. IsraelSyriaarea (Golan Heights Campaign), 19f\8ap ourtesy Department of History, U.S. Military Academy)



The IDF constructed a line of thriered rampartsg e.g. tankgunnery platforms along the low ridges of the
western valleyThe ramparts provided superb interlocking fields of fire, cover and concea)aetiobservation.
The bottomtier at ground level completely obscurggound toSyrian forward observers. On the middle tier,
tanks were hull down behind earthen bern@n the top tier, Centurion tanks with their main guns at maximum
depression could engage targets on the low groahdlose rangeThe forward slope of the rampart was steep
enoughto block a direct assautt.

An antitank ditch just behind the Purple Line would be the first major obstacle encountered by the Syhans.
ditch was 3.50 four meters wide, 2.5 meters dgeand 1.2 meters high on the Israside.Forward of the trench
were wide minefield<.

The terrain on the northern Golan generally favored the deferatatlimited high-speedarmor operations.

Volcanic rock restricted wetlefined avenues of approachihe northeasternmost part of the sector, with slopes

greater than 45 degrees, was impassable by combat vehitfesremaining northern sector was key terrain

blocking access to Mount Hermon with its critical electrenarfare sitesandi KS . Qy 2 idge adrdssjtie @ . NJ
JordanRiver. The terrain alsguarded the concentration of Israaettlements to the west.

The terrain in the south, mostly covered by grasslands, would prove favorable for the attacker. It was in this
sector that Syria destroyed the IQE88" ArmoreddBaral€ Brigade.

Prelude towar

LaNI St Q& NI LAR | y RDaR\SaDpradicetidn ubaitdinal@eNsiandarg/of akdélencé itfailed to
replicate in 1973.Conventional wisdom held that it would be foolhardy for a coalitioAwab forces to

challenge Israel in another major watowever,Egypt and Syria, after the Sday War, focused on rebuilding and
retraining their forcesSyria employed Palestiniguerrillas to attack Israel.o avoid a largscale Israeli
retaliation,these attacks were sporadic and limited in scope.

938 LJi onardflaly/i NR A 2y é | £ 2dgsined ti Bree{lsiadl to retuin ¥ pottion of the Sinai.
U.S diplomacy resulted in a ceasefire between Israel and Egypt in Augusf V8T tensionsintensifying, the
Soviet Union increased its support to Sysending30 SA4 antiaircraft battalions manned by Soviet technicians,
five squadrons of MG-21 fighters with Soviet pilotand 1,200 355 and 62 tanks:®

Syria, in October 1972, substitutéts forces for the Palestinians and initiated srsalile combat operations

1Y 26 ybatlledlaysi G NBSGAyYy3I L&NI StA FAESR RSTSyasSa 2y (KS D2f
dispositionsThe deputy commander of the IDF Reserve24fmor Divison, at a senior office@onference in

January 1978 assessingk S & A Iy A T Joddtle gf @S 2 RERISAIES RS aLF GKSe o0S3IAyYy
difficult to stop them They will likely cause many casualtdédecause of the absence of straie depth
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Tacticalsituation

The Arabs were ready for war by the end of September; the IDF detected Higireasual Syrian activity such as
canceling leavesctivating reservists and impounding civilian vehicld& Eli Zeira, the IDF intelligence chief,
insisted that Syria would not initiate major combat operations alone thiatl EQypt preoccupied with internal
issueswould not engage in military adventunis Despite this estimate, IDF Chief of Staff LTG David Elazar
orderedOZ77 from the Sinai to the Golan Heightghere it would become the reserve and counterattack
element for 188' Armored Brigade, the only IDF unit permanently stationed on the G@lan.

Kahalani and his commandedzy ¥ I YA f A | NJ & A (i Kconduct8d ab extertsiye@etoniaiSddidd uktif

the arrival of the main bod¥2 This reconnaissance allowed him to identify the few avenues of approach available

to the Syrians and assess the€ClR & 2 @S NI f f OvRr $eE syt iew dafs, Sydia mgved ground forces to

battle positions east of the Golanand8U | A NONJ Fi 200dzLJASR FT2NBI NR ol asSaz oK
AYyGSttA3aSyOS aAaSNPAOSaQ latsSaaySyd 2F || t2¢ LINPolFoOAtAGESE
By Ot 3, the intelligence was incontrovertible that hostilities were imminent when the Syrians massed along the

Purple Line and families of Soviet military adrgsdeparted Damascukahalani on the following day briefed his

company commanders on the situati and quizzed them on their understanding of the mission and their roles.



Only Kahalani and two noncommissioned officers were combat veterans in the battatieh of the platoon
commanders and two company commandéegd recently joined the battalion.

KKl fFyAQa YSaal 3S thek keatersibrcarReic&daRiaaZ7T soldigrsvodlddforfinue

the fight to save their homes and countfyOn Oct 5, Yom Kippur Eve, Elazar issued Alert Gimmel recalling from
leave the regular forces and mobilizireservistst® Many soldiers reported late to their units because e

hours between sundown Ock and sundown Ocb are tte holiest of the year for Jes.

Raphael Eitan, 36Division commandegarly in the morningf Oct.6, ordered COL Avigor Béhl f 'Qa 71
Armored Brigade to move nortH.Eitan returned0Z77 with five companies and a platoon t# Armored
Brigade as its reservé€ Kahalandesignated a company)(of seventanks as his reservélso organic to 7
Brigade were 82 Armored Battalion and 75Armored Infantry Battalion+) with a tank company fron®Z77.%°
The Armor Schodattalion would later reinforce the brigad&efore t moved to defensive positions in the
northern sector, 1" Brigade was in an assembly area behind.&8mored Brigad&®

Syria deployed a mix of 95655 and 162 tanks, 600 artillery pieces and 70,000 trodgew many tanks Syria
deployed is problematidahalani in a 1979 interview said Syria had 1,700 t&rksllowing Soviet tactics, the
first echelon consisted of three infantry divisio®, 9" and 5", with 15tand 3¢ Armored Divisions in the second

echelon.
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Figure 3 ReconstructedArab attack plan, with units andtank strength shownin the campaign theater as of
noon Oct. 6, 1973The SyriarEgyptian offengse plan was based on 1) fyllsurpriang Israej 2) mustering
Foad2fdziS &adzZLISNAZ2NARGE Ay VYdzYOSNET o0 RAGARAY3I (GKS L5C

Peninsula simultaneously; 4) reaching the Jordan River within 24 hoamgt5) captuingi KS W2 NRI'y wA @S N.
slopes before the IDF reserve forces readtthem. Thebreakdown2 ¥ { & NJid ptbBlemitic sottastks are
not noted as assigned to a specifitivision; Kahalani estimated in a 1979 interview that Syria had 1,700 tanks;

the point is that Israel wagreatly outnumbered. (Based on briefingrovided to author by retired BG Gideon

Avigor, IDF, and LTC Hayim Danon, IDF Reserve)

¢KS L5C gl a 62SFdzZAte 20SNYI i§OKSR ,edponsiki&forgheGldlah ya ® ¢ KS L
Heights would muster only 7,000 soldierShe 7 Armored Brigade had 105 modified Centurion tamnisile
188" Armored Brigade had judt. Northern Command deployed only 50 sptbpelled howitzers and scatted
infantrymen from 2 Infantry 6Golané Brigade along the outpost and bunker lingse 7' Armored Brigade was
NBalLlyairof S T2N K Roadwith 18&" iAMnbredBégade Ebye?iny the doutherd €ector of
the Golan??

The quality of IDF tanks vs. Syrian tanks was awaghS L5CQa | Rl y il 35a iiggdt dzZRSR & dzL
F OOdzNI 08 2 7F [(rK Sun/pSyal dtNI Yy Badzy Y R (Hewever, tBe/ToRdada 2 y Q& & dzNIJ A
longer cruising range, faster road speed, was easier to maintain and possessedfihtgig capability?®

The Syrian scheme of maneuver vetassically Sovigheginning with preparatory aircraft and indirect fires,
followed by attacks on a broad front designed to further disperse IDF units deployed alongkHeriéter
front. After preparatory fires, ¥ and 9" Infantry Divisionsvould peretrate north of Kuneitrawith 5 Infantry in
the south at RafidOne armor division would exploit the penetratigngith another armor di\gion in reservé*

The Israeli defensive plan was to conduct an area defense for the fi36 Bdurs, attritSyrian combat power
and provide time to fully mobilize reservists and counterattack into Syria.

Arab attack, defense andvictory at Valley of Tears

Syria began its attack with 100 aircraft and 655 artillery pieEks.Syrian infantry divisions synchromizbeir

movement with the aerial and artillery firewhile Syrian air defense denied the Israeli Air Force air superiority.
584LAGS GKS AyidSyairide 2F { &N |cading®drilydBew gasualtieSand litl& NS f | NH
damage to dudn tanks and artillery®

BenGal detached two companies fro®Z 77 Heattached one to 7% Armored Infantry Battalion and placed the
other under his commandt the road junction at Wasset, a few kilometers west of Kuneiti@incethis postion
was notcontiguous with the main body artte hadan inexperienced company commander, Kahalani sent his
deputy to assist in this operatiothroughout the Syrian campaign, habitual unit relationships were severed,
often while on the move, to form new unitélthough this practice put unit cohesion and commaart-control

at risk, the weltrained IDF units managed what would otherwise be unmanageable chaos.

Kahalani then moved the st¢of OZ77 toward Kuneitra and Booster Hillo his two least experienced
commanders, he gave specific guidance, locations for their vehicles, their orders and actions upon Efentact.
then positioned himself in a location where he could best observe his units. To the more experienced
commanders, he gave them missitype ordersto move into their positiong’

The supporting artillery batteriegfter 12hours of fighting, lacked ammunition to cover the antitank ditgk.

darkness fellDZ77 tanksg which had naight-vision capability; were unable to engage Syrian tanks at long

ranges! £t GKI G ol & F@LFLAtlrofS G2 GKS LaNI St visiondellicesy AIKG ¢ SN
and a limited number of illumination round$The minefields and antitank ditch slowed the advancing Syrian

tanks allowing Kahalani to engaglkeem at close range sometimesat less than 300 meters.ight from burning

Syrian tanks somewhat improve@Zt T Qa | 6 A f A { &nein@anks.Olj dzZA NB Y2 NB

Kahalani positioned himself in the center of the formation andropt to provide maximum control ofik units
andto improve his situational awareneddowever,Kahalanifacing unacceptable losses by fighting in the dark,
withdrew from the ramparts in preparation for a daylight fight.



Figure 4T-55 and 155 bridge in a tank ditch(Frombriefing provided tauthor by retired BG Gideon Avigor, IDF,
and LTC Hayim Danon, IDF Reserve)

Oct.7 dawned withmore than100 destroyed Syrian tanks on the valley fldwwever, anothei80to 90 Syrian
tanks were advancing towatdahalan?® With daylight, the Israeli tanks reoccupied the ramps and temporarily
regained the advantage by rendering the Syriaft A8mored Brigade combaneffective.The cost of this victory
was highKahalani lost one company commander, nine platoon leaders and tank commaadérsne soldief?
Before the end of the campaighe would lose all but two company commandeFfae 7' Armored Brigade was
left with only 35 of its original 105 tanks.

Duringthe dbattle paus& ©Z77 recovered its damaged tanks and evacuated therthtorear, and obtained
serviceable tanks and pielp crews for the next engagement.

Kahalanimarveled at the bravery of hi9Z77, yetit was he who inspired them by his calm m@tliansmissions

and by moving from position to position where he was always visible to his sottiiemsoughout the campaign,
Kahalani and his company commanders fought from the front Bpdheir example, soldiers repeatedly rallied

to fight on.& { 2 ¥n8sithe soldiers are young and afraid KS &1 AR Ay |y .éBytihEyNaliA S &

| S
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was ordered to capture the valley below our positigrise said.The Syrians reacted by violent and accurate
closeair-support artillery fire andfor the first timg Sagger antitank guided missiléahalani requested and

received permission to once more withdraw from the ramps overlooking the valley.

Before the battalion withdrew, the brigade commander ordered his reserve Tiger Congmangnanded by CPT

Meir Zamiri 2 Y I KIF f | YA Q& céudtelaitaciSidigezamii dn iiowrtingtiative, delayed

counterattacking and took up a hasty defense when he realized that Syrians had penetrated the Israeli defenses.
%l YANRAa O2YLJ yeé | Botéhkshad3Iwo Mdmyagiés offudnarddNi@agts R

OzZr 1 Q& y SE i toefeadithe hofthemn loutskirts of Kuneitra and prevent the brigade from being
outflanked3* By the end of the day’™™ Armored Brigade held Hermoniet and Booster Hills, the ground on the
north and south of the Valley dfearsNearly out of fuel and ammunition, Kahalani sent his tank bac
emergency resupply points.

The next day©Z77 fought what became the pivotal battle of the Syrian campagymia now had 160 tanks

facing20tanks from " Armored BrigadeBenGaRa O2y G NRf 2F GKS oOoNAIIFI RS g1 & NI LI
intensity of the Syrian attack, the heavy losses among his senior subordinate commanders and hislgepps

deprivation®
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individualsé commentedBenGal36

With the destruction of 188 Armored Brigade to his south, B&al assumed command of the remnants oft 71
Armored Infantry Battalion and P4Armored BattalionKahalani at one timer another would command
elements of those two battalions and the Armor School Battalid¢ahalani positioned the remaining tanks of
his battalion and those from 75and 829 Armored Battalions in a hastyshaped defensé®

Kahalanidown to seven taks, faced elements frofi & NJ&kebhG&Armored DivisionLTC Yossi Bétanan, a
former battalion commander in 188Armored Brigade, voluntarily returned from his honeymaod gathered
13repaired Centurions and piakp crewsMoving to Booster Hill, énattacked the flank of the advancings81
Brigade, soundly defeating it and causing its demoralized soldiers to abandon their tanks and flee to #he rear.

BenGal ordered Kahalani to retake the ramp overlooking the Valley of Tears. As he moved towanchphée
destroyed at close range three enemy tap&sother vehicle destroyed the fourth tariRChaos reigned with
three battalion headquarters operating on three separate frequenaigsle individual tank crews waged private
wars firingat whatever trey saw.Thebrigade communications officer may have saved the day getting the
survivingtanksy Y I KFt F yAQa O2YYlIYyR FTNBI|jdsSyoe o

The next engagement would @71 7 Q& Odzf Y Ak@haldn hadito kld2kithé Syrians from taking the
Kuneitraa I 8 QF R NR I R®
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situation; it was quite[desperate] XL KIF R Y& aS@Sy Gryla FyR F2dzy R F2dzNJ 2 NJ

Kahalani crested the hill alonat that point,& L w 250160 tanks racing ¢  K.$i decided B attackl gave the

order,[butf noonewouldmoveL. 3 @S GKS 2NRSNJ ol IFAYy0S FYR y2 2yS Y20¢
FYR 6S INB 0SGGSNI GKIYy GKSYZI | NB @ 2other GQekgrhoNdy@ad @t 2 KSy L
me reach the hill before that mass of tanks gsis]i K SNB> 06SOl dzaS 20 K&NBAaAS (KSe af |
Fearing that he would be out of ammunition, Kahalani ordered his crews to fire only at moving combat vehicles.

Kahalani seizethe opportunity to counterattack the advancing 7T&®epublican Guards Tank Brigade through the

seam between its two battalionsvhich forced them to withdravi? At the end of the fight, BefGal looked down
at the Valley of Tears and saw some 260 tankshamiiredsof armoredpersonnelvehiclesabandoned.

Inthe distance Kahalani saw the dust trails of withdrawing Syf#He.radioed BeiGat 62 S I NB Ay O2y (i NR f
artillery has stoppet ¢

BenGaltoKahalanti , 2dz F N8B | ylF A2yl KSNRI @2dz & SR LaN} St o¢

The victory at the Valley dfears allowed Northern Command to reconstitute and attack deep into Syria. When
7N Armored Brigade came within artillery range of Damascus, the ceasefire #2ended the campaign.



Figure 5. An improved Israeli Centuridank at the Israeli Armored Corps Museum. This tank was considered in
many respects superior to the Sovietd4/55 the Syrians deployed in the Golan Heights Campai{@uurtesy
Wikimedig

Battle analysis

Israel, although numerically inferior to the Syrians and surpriseddshart noticet attack, successfully defended

the Golan with its superior gunnery skills, movement techniques, flexible command stractdreentally agile
commanders and soldierEld | N & SI NI @ REDand sherty théreafteRtibelrdf of 78 Brigade

provided the additional combat power needed for a successful area defense that denied Syria access to the east
west roads leading into northern and central Israel.

Kahalani considered his detailed reconnaissance and terrain analysis a key combat miffelitinely using
natural and manmade obstacles built after the-Bay War, Kahalani gave the Syrians the illusion of Israel having
more forces®

BentGal, Kahani and the other battalion commanders adroitly used their reserves to conduct limited and local
counterattacks to regain key terrain. According to Kahald¥miu must always maintain (a reserv)lt gives you
flexibility. X You must be preparedtocha®y FNRY G(KS RSF¥SyasS (2 GKSARTFSyas
F3AES NBASNBS SyKIyOSa (KS RS¥SERENDS POSNBHEEt ¥Ry D2
ddzZLJISND 3JdzyySNE FyR Y20SYSyid (SOKyAimeekst ySIFGSR { &NR
Israeli armor units were extremely vulnerable to Syrian infantry operating at night with antitank guided missiles
(ATGM)Inexplicably, 7 Armored Brigade never used the Golani Infantry Brigade Braffnored Infantry

Battalion to suppress thATGM teamsAlthough the effectivenessf the Sagger and the RPGose to mythical
proportions immediately after the war, a pestar analysis found that tanks were the more effective antitank
weapon.Ninety percent of Arab tanks aritD percent of Israelfanks were destroyed by tank fifé Had the

Syrians effectively massed their antitank firkee outcome may have been different.

't GK2dza3K Ylye GFyl O2YYFYRSNEX AyOfdzRAY3I YIKFIfFYyAZ RAR

for their initiallack of familiarity with each other. At the beginning of the war, there was only enough
ammunition stocks in the northern sector to support ¥88rmored BrigadeAmmunition shortages throughout
the campaign attenuated the combat power of IDF armor foriorat. Consequently, IDF tanks carried only a
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third of its basic loadTanks pulled from storage were not boresighted and had to be calibrated at the beginning
of combat operationg?

There was a huge imbalance between the tactical performances of the IDF and theaBysiaAlthough force

ratios overwhelmingly favored the Syrians, this quantitative advantage was irrelevant because of their tactical
ineptness.Syrian forces repeatediyonducted frontal attacks and rarely maneuver@their meticulously planned
offensive and centralized control precluded improvisation by its commanti¢nen hey did maneuvertheir
movements were slow, tentative and predictab{&onversely, the IDF commders operating within a more
permissive commandnd-control environmentwere able to quickly move their elements to critical points on the
battlefield. By outflanking the Syrians and attacking their formations on their approach routes, the ensuiig traff
congestion setp a lucrative target environment for IDF armor.

YEKFEEFYAQEa € SFRSNEKALI YR (KSLaRNSOOE A2t RFS KE ag SIRE RAB
abstract principle; sincethe War of Independence in 1948, they haveFoli i T2 NJ LaNJ Sf Qa & dzZNIDA O
his reluctant tankers to follow him in the last battle in the Valley of Tears, Kahalani invoked their sense of

nationhood.To this end, Kahalani ensured that each soldier understadr sheshared in the responisility of

defending the country.

The IDF did not adophissioncommand until 2006However, Kahalani and his subordinates throughout the

defensive phase of the Golan campaign demonstrated the poweno$sioncommand typeof philosophy.OZ

77 exemplifiedhe importance of unit cohesion and mutual trust. K I ftrusyirh iz &oldiers and they in him

was unbrokenHispersistent display of disciplined initiative consistently provi@#i77 and " Armored Bigade

opportunities to exploitSyrian weaknesseWhen the battle seemed lbsKahalani used mission orders to rally

his soldiersAlthough prudent riskaking is a principle ahissionc2 Y Y| yREZ gAGK L&aN} St Qa & dzNIA
Kahalani had no other choice than to risk it all at the Valley of Tears.

Rdired LTC Lee Kichen served in command and staff positions in armor, acavaty and mechanizedfantry
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